BOOK REVIEWS
Stade's collection in Highly recommended for the new or unac] usinted reader. S.jebzehn scaehie 1'ische.
'y ' .'rtin Stade. Berlin: Buchverlag Dor Morgen, 1976. S(S pages. 'M 6,90.
Martin Stade's new collection of short stories offers the reader a fascinating variety of themes and structures which reflect the author's benevolently critical posture on contemporary GDR life. Stade provides no fixed answers.
Bather, through his blend of lively prose and diverse situations, he suggests many questions which the alert read r is encouraged to ponder.
The subjects of these stories take us frort urban to rural environments, consiaer younger ana older generations, focus on concrete reality or fragile fantasy.
In spirited imaginative language which reflects a mixture of resignation and explosive power, of peasant subtleties and practical experience, Stade attempts to present his view of the GDR today, although the individual themes are different, one main thought reoccurs. Man in contemporary society should attempt to maintain a personal integrity and balance amidst changing social values. Sometimes the effort is successful.
The alternative can lead to exclusion and isolation.
The idea of adjustment is reinforced in various ways. Titles like "Las ich träumte nach einer Beschimpfung," "Von einem, der ;lles doppelt sah," or "Der Betrukene" are suggestive of different perspectives, Lords and phrases throughout the stories also reinforce the ido=i of new realities. The notion of change is more subtle as when Uskoreit, one of the many representatives of the older generation, departs "als liesse er für ewige Zeit die kneipe hinter sich." a more dramatic example of change is the retired ^tutiienrätin, who after losing her only companion("Ms war nur ein Hund"), becomes "die Trostlosigkeit in ierson.' Intriguing is the pronounced role assumed by the animal world, animals serve as mirrors of pervasive social types, or they reflect technological influence, i'rominent are the starlings ("nie scharf beobachten Stare") which are like "Stoß-trupps...verzuglich organiziert."
In the title story, however, the narrator's identification with the fishes as Brüder result;, from a total rejection of technological society where one fishes with kriegsgeräte.
The final story, "Der iräsentkorb," reiterates many of the previous themes.
It also suggests that there can be n positive reappraisal of the future, that technology can be put in proper perspective, and that generation conflicts are surmountable.
Like Haley's "oots, this ve-y pleasant bock is hard to classify as fact or fiction,., but has an element of both. The-auiBtor i -apparently a court re;orter and his book is a collection of slightly fictionalized but essentially factual reports on crime and -.unishment in the contemporary GDR.
Tragikomödien ties alltags is light -* ading, perfectly suited to a summer afternoon. Though it deals with crime ana warns of the punishme.it for breaches of the criminal code, it does netdo so in a menacing or didactic way.
Kathen, these are tales of dasiensca.ticho and das Allzumenschliche, of human failings and foibles. They are cheerful little stories of embezzlement, of marital infidelity, of black-market activities, of bribery, of theft, but always presented with humor and lightness of t<..uc't. In a vt y real sense, the re. der can feel the texture of daily life in the GLR through these short narratives.
The jobs, titles, and salaries; the localities; the makes of the cars; even the names of the people bring the daily reality of GDR living vividly to the fore. 1 hough Ludolf Hirsch is sarcastic ?-t times to roint out the errors of his. tragi-comic heroes ways, the overall tone of his amusing, instructive narratives is positive and optimistic, it is a book tobe enjoyed by all.
Ausübung dieses Rechts wird vom ,.tnat gefordert."
The ^urbiar: population area encomnasses parts of Cottbus and Dresden districts ana centers rinr rily around tue towns of Cottbus ana' Bautzen.
The ^oros are well integrated into socialism and have made numerous contributions to socialist culture, of which the most widely Known is prooably author Jurij dr^zan, twice Rational Rrize winner (1954 and l^bl) for itis shor'ti stories, po-'try, and the l*elix ttanustdt novel trilogy. Solta's book is an abridged versi<n of tite four-volume Geschichte der dorben of which three volumes have been published to date. In six chapters, Xo^ta spans Gordian '.istory from the earliest traceable origins of the Vest Slavic Gordian tribes around the 6th century AD up to the present, concentratinp' most heavily on the 19th and ROtK centuries. The Sorbian national organization, the Domowina, was, formally founded in early 1913 as a parent organization to 31 Serbian associations, composed largely of peasant farmers.
The dorbs in World Kar I a;pear to have felt a Slavic ethnic link to the Russians which made them fundamentally receptive to the October .evolution m I9I'/.
Moreover, the lignite coal miners of the Lausitz, area were largely Sorbs and receptive to revolution; Xo3!ta calls them the "Braunkohlenproietariat." a similar phenomenon was observed at the end of otld ar II, when Sorbs are said to have greeted the Soviet army e n t hus i a s t i c a lly .
Unlike ethnic minorities witn which Americans are likely to be more familiar, the Sorbs have not had a noticeable sor;,ratist s; i r i t , and their ethnic character is preserved essentially in cultural areas, such as folk costume, dances, music, literature, and art. The bulk of tne substantial publishing of the dorbian Domowina Verlag is of a cultural, nature, including much children's literature m both Upper Sorbian (spoken around Bautzen) and Lower -orbian (spoken around Cottbus). ..s a companion volume to a source book sueh as Beno CyX' Die SDH und die Soroen:
Sine Do!umentation zur Kationalita'tersolitik in der DDR', Bautzen: Domowina,1969, aolta's Abriß is a usefully informative book wich adds dimension to what oost estcrnors must t'<p:art! as somethinp; of an ethnic oddity. Man hat sich um eine breit gestreute Dokumentation bemüht. Carla Boulboulle konzentrierte sich auf die kommentierung von reiten der SED und Did' und die Solidaritätsbekundunpen in DDF und BED. Peter Koos untersuchte die maoistische Sicht, die Haltung der internationalen Fresse, der Asphaltpresse, der hon.-tion und der seriösen Blätter der Bundesrepublik. Der Banc ist weiterhin abgerundet und aufgelockert durch eine Untersuchung des Miederschlags in der deutschen Ire. sekarikatur, in bundesdeutschen Leserbriefen, einige "Irdische" Kommentare und: eine auf schlußreiche Sammlung von Umschreibungen Wolf Bi'-rmanns, in der von der "empfindsamer Pichtorseele" über (Jen ''Flf-Jahros-Zinmcr.<ingor'' Bs zum "verklemmten Korken im Flaschenhals der Entspannungspolit.ik"so ziemlich -alles zu finden ist, was dem krampfhaft um Original!'üt bemühten sirn eines bundesdeutschen nournalisten so entspringen mag.
Lotrtl ich wird dabei, daß nur die erustzuueiimenden Organe wie Die Zeit oder die inZ sich bemüht haben, die Vorgänge' zu analysieret', und zu interpretierer., wahrend sich iio übii/'e wosl.deutsche tue."..'., in << entbietn', <r seht ichtem <utt tknmmunismus or..rr< pff nnu
